[A series of articles on the usefulness and uselessness of physical diagnostics; comment].
The sensitivity, specificity and reproducibility (especially the interassessor variation) of many physical diagnostic tests taught in the medical curricula appear not to have been established. Nevertheless, many of these tests are mentioned as end terms in the General plan 1994 medical education. A series of articles in this journal will be concerned with tests from physical diagnostics, with reference to usefulness and uselessness: sensitivity, specificity and reproducibility.